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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of the species of Figs. 1 4-1 5 in the reply 
filed on 1 1/7/07 is acknowledged. 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of the restriction between the species of Fig. 13, 
and the species of Figs. 14-15 in the reply filed on 1 1/7/07 is acknowledged. The 
traversal is on the ground(s) that a combination/subcombination examinable together 
exists. Applicant's argument is found to be persuasive. Accordingly, claims 22 and 59- 
64 are hereinafter examined on the merits. Claims non-elected without traverse have 
been canceled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 12, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Wanner '406. 

5. Wanner '406 discloses a switching assembly for switching an overload clutch 
assembly of a power tool between a first mode thereof and at least one second mode, 
the assembly comprising: an actuator switch movable between a first position 
corresponding to a first mode, and at least one second position, corresponding to a 
respective second mode of the clutch assembly; at least one connector member for 
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actuating at least one actuator device of the clutch assembly in response to actuation of 
said actuator member; and a latching device 22 for releasably retaining said actuator 
member in at least one said second position. 

6. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 21, 22 and 59-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 

as being anticipated by Great Britain Application '067. 

7. Great Britain Application '067 discloses an overload clutch assembly for a power 
tool having a spindle for rotatingly driving a working member of the tool and a spindle 1 
rotary drive train for rotatingly driving the spindle, the assembly comprising: an overload 
clutch having a first mode in which rotary drive is transmitted to the spindle when a 
torque below a first predetermined level is applied to the clutch, and transmission of 
rotary drive to the spindle is cut when a torque above said first predetermined level is 
applied to the clutch, and at least one second mode in which rotary drive is transmitted 
to the spindle when a torque below a respective second predetermined level, lower than 
said first predetermined torque, is applied to the clutch, and transmission of rotary drive 
to the spindle is cut when a torque above said second predetermined level is applied to 
the clutch; and at least one actuator device for switching said overload clutch between 
said first mode and at least one said second mode, wherein the overload clutch 
comprises at least one driving gear adapted to be driven by a rotary drive train of the 
tool, at least one first driven gear for transmitting rotary drive to the spindle, a first 
coupling device for coupling at least one said driving gear and at least one said first 
driven gear in said first mode when a torque below said first predetermined level is 
applied to the clutch and enabling decoupling of said driving gear and first driven gear 
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when a torque above tile first predetermined level is applied to the clutch, at least one 
respective second driven gear for transmitting rotary drive to the spindle, and at least 
one respective second coupling device for coupling at least one said driving gear and at 
least one said second driven gear when a torque below the corresponding said second 
predetermined level is applied to the clutch in at least one said second mode, and 
enabling decoupling of said driving gear and second driven gear when a torque above 
the second predetermined level is applied to the clutch, a plurality of ball bearing locking 
elements, and a biasing means 13. 

8. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12-14, 21, 22 and 59-64 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Takagi et al. '023. 

9. Takagi et al. '023 also discloses an overload clutch assembly for a power tool 
having a spindle for rotatingly driving a working member of the tool and a spindle 1 
rotary drive train for rotatingly driving the spindle, the assembly comprising: an overload 
clutch having a first mode in which rotary drive is transmitted to the spindle when a 
torque below a first predetermined level is applied to the clutch, and transmission of 
rotary drive to the spindle is cut when a torque above said first predetermined level is 
applied to the clutch, and at least one second mode in which rotary drive is transmitted 
to the spindle when a torque below a respective second predetermined level, lower than 
said first predetermined torque, is applied to the clutch, and transmission of rotary drive 
to the spindle is cut when a torque above said second predetermined level is applied to 
the clutch; and at least one actuator device for switching said overload clutch between 
said first mode and at least one said second mode, wherein the overload clutch 
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comprises at least one driving gear adapted to be driven by a rotary drive train of the 
tool, at least one first driven gear for transmitting rotary drive to tlie spindle, a first 
coupling device for coupling at least one said driving gear and at least one said first 
driven gear in said first mode when a torque below said first predetermined level is 
applied to the clutch and enabling decoupling of said driving gear and first driven gear 
when a torque above tile first predetermined level is applied to the clutch, at least one 
respective second driven gear for transmitting rotary drive to the spindle, and at least 
one respective second coupling device for coupling at least one said driving gear and at 
least one said second driven gear when a torque below the corresponding said second 
predetermined level is applied to the clutch in at least one said second mode, and 
enabling decoupling of said driving gear and second driven gear when a torque above 
the second predetermined level is applied to the clutch, a plurality of ball bearing locking 
elements 20, and a biasing means 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 0. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,578 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3721 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

12. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wanner '406. 

13. Wanner '406 lacks the specific lever biasing means, cable connector and latching 
device abutting a resilient member. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to provide the device of Wanner '406 with the claimed specific lever biasing means, 
cable connector and latching device abutting a resilient member since such design 
expedients are deemed to be functional equivalents, and such a substitution would have 
been within the engineering purview of the skilled artisan. 

14. Claims 1 3-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Great Britain Application '067. 

15. Great Britain Application '067 lacks the specific lever biasing means, cable 
connector, electromagnet and latching device abutting a resilient member. It would 

have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the device of Great Britain 
Application '067 with the claimed specific lever biasing means, cable connector and 
latching device abutting a resilient member since such design expedients are deemed 
to be functional equivalents, and such a substitution would have been within the 
engineering purview of the skilled artisan. 
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16. Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takagi et al. '023. 

17. Takagi et al. '023 lacks the specific lever biasing means, cable connector, 
electromagnet and latching device abutting a resilient member. It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the device of Takagi et al. '023 with the 
claimed specific lever biasing means, cable connector and latching device abutting a 
resilient member since such design expedients are deemed to be functional 
equivalents, and such a substitution would have been within the engineering purview of 
the skilled artisan. 

Conclusion 

1 8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See the attached PTO-892 for related art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott A. Smith whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4469. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30-4:00 Tues.-Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 571-272-4467. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. Smith 

/Scott A. Smith/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



